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Masses For The Week 
 Monday - October 29 
      6:30 Robert McCarron, Anniversary 
 9:00 Keith G. Meehan 
Tuesday - October 30 
 6:30 Emilio & Michele Fornino 
 9:00 Lazzaro Maggi 
Wednesday - October 31 
 6:30 Dorothy Vitti 
 9:00 John Romanelli 
      7PM Yolanda Lange  -Vigil Mass of All Saints 
Thursday - November 1 - All Saints 
      6:30 George & Doris Held 
      9:00 John & Bridget Casey 
12 Noon Lazzati & Tesoriero Families 
      7PM Margaret Harlem 
Friday - November 2 - All Souls’ Day 
      6:30 Michael Smith 
  9:00 All Souls Novena 
Saturday - November 3 
     9:00  Intentions Announced at Mass 
     5:00  John  Flaherty, Leo Salvayon 
  & Mary Connaughton 
     7:00  Murphy & Doolan Families 
Sunday - November 4 
     7:00  The People of the Parish 
     8:30  Veronica Lawlor 
   10:00  James Moran III 
   11:30  Deceased Members of the Squillante Family 
     1:00  Patrick Hughes 
     5:30  Rose Belcastro 
 

Readings For The Week 
Mon.  Ephesians 4:32-5:8; Luke 13:10-17 
Tues.  Ephesians 5:21-33; Luke 13:18-21 
Wed.  Ephesians 6:1-9; Luke 13:22-30 
Thurs.  Revelations 7:2-4, 9-14; 1 John 3:1-3 
  Matthew 5:1-12a 
Fri.  Wisdom 3:1-9; Romans 5:5-11 or 6:3-9 

  John 6:37-40 

Sat.   Philippians 1:18b-26; Luke 14:1, 7-11 

Sun.  Deuteronomy 6:2-6  Moses told the people 

they must follow God’s law.  Above all they must know 

that the Lord alone is God, and they must love the Lord 

with all their heart, soul and strength. 

  Hebrews 7:23-28  Before Jesus, all the 

priests died and had to be replaced, but “because he 

remains forever,” his priesthood does not pass away.  

Jesus saves “those who approach God through Him.” 

  Mark 12:28b-34  The greatest command is 

this:  Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, 

mind and strength.  The second is this:  Love your neigh-

bor as yourself. 

Our Weekly Sacrificial Gift 
Last Week October 20/21 Collection 

Amount Budgeted: $17,500.00  

Amount Received: $15,172.45 

Thank you for your support & generosity! 

Reflection & Living Stewardship 
 

Today’s psalm says, “The Lord has 

done great things for us; we are 

filled with joy.”  Good stewards 

show by their living and giving that they understand 

God as the Source of all they are and have. 
 

We are grateful this week for all stewards in our par-

ish whose outlook is challenged and changed as a 

result of embracing Stewardship as the heart of 

Christian discipleship, leading to a new way of life! 

Charismatic Prayer Group 
CARRY ME! 

How many times have your kids or grandkids 

asked this?  When they are tired, sick or just 

want to be in the comfort of your arms, they 

want to be carried.  Sound familiar?!  That’s ex-

actly what we ask of God when we are tired, 

sick or just want to be in the comfort of His 

arms.  And He never refuses!  If you need to be 

carried for a while, don’t be afraid to ask Him. 
 

Our next meeting is MONDAY, OCTOBER 

29th at 7:30PM in the Church.   Call (516) 993

-9672 for more info or prayer requests! 

Please pray for the women and men in 
our Military and their families and 
friends as they selflessly protect and 
defend our nation against all forms of 
terrorism.  May God protect them from 
all harm!   

St. Martin of Tours HOP Club 
 

Oct. 22    #272  Fr. Patrick Woods, CSSR     $25.00 

Oct. 23    #327  Paul Schraff      $25.00 

Oct. 24    #541  Kathy Marotta     $25.00 

Oct. 25    #169  Rosemary Flanagan    $25.00 

Oct. 26    #  36  Margaret Ruggerio     $50.00 

Divine Mercy Novena  
Every Friday at 2:00 p.m. 
in the Eucharistic Chapel 
ALL ARE WELCOME! 
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Letter from the Pastor 
Dear Parishioners, 
 

When a priest goes into the pulpit and says he is going to talk about money, it is probably like a dentist inviting you to 
have a root canal, or a Met fan inviting you to watch our season highlights. The good news about this talk is that I am 
not asking for money. Actually I am thanking you for your generous support of the parish over the past year. Our new 
fiscal year began in September, so I wanted to give you a financial report on last year from September 1, 2011 to Au-
gust 31, 2012. Our clergy and staff take most seriously the reality that we are stewards of this parish and have a seri-
ous obligation to use the contributed funds for the purpose they were given: for the mission of the parish which is to 
bring all of us to a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ and to help nurture the Body of Christ here on earth. It is im-
portant that an annual financial report be given each year. Additionally, anyone of you is always welcome to come and 
speak to me at any time about how you believe we are stewarding your contributions. This report, without overwhelming 
you with numbers, is an attempt to being as transparent as possible with you about the parish finances.  
 
Because of your generous support, our parish was able to baptize 84 children last year, perform 26 weddings, and cele-
brate 149 funerals. We have cared for those in need through the Parish Outreach Center and our St. Vincent de Paul 
Society.  Last year we provided religious education for over 1,200 children and prepared them for their First Commun-
ion and Confirmation.  We also provided programs for our middle schoolers and teens in the Edge and Life Teen Pro-
grams. We have helped those in grief through our bereavement ministry, and afforded programs for our senior citizens. 
We have provided resources in support of the poor, made donations to worthy institutions, and sought to make Jesus 
Christ very present here in Bethpage. On a daily and weekly basis, Masses are celebrated, confessions are heard, the 
sick anointed, and those in need counseled. These great works could not be done without your support. You have 
made these ministries and this parish community alive and vibrant. 
 
For those who like financial tables, you will find it outlined at the end of this report. Having it in the bulletin gives you the 
opportunity to read it over again at home if you with.  However, I will highlight some key facts. Last year our parish gen-
erated $1,813, 934.00.  To operate our parish, we spent $1,477,258.00.  I remind you that $280,000.00 of the money 
generated was from the sale of the convent, so that was a one time increase. Some of the other funds on deposit are 
for accounts to be paid such as religious education books. The good news is that after we paid all our bills last year, 
and excluding the sale of the house, we had a surplus of $56,000.00.  So we paid all our bills, and had a little bit left 
over. This is good news. We do think we had some surplus because the winter was mild last year and the heat cost 
was down a bit.  
 
Of that 1.4 million, our collections took in $1,032,156.00. The parish sends out more than 2,000 envelopes and about 
850 envelopes are returned.  Our average weekend collection (excluding Christmas and Easter which are large collec-
tions)  is $17,000.00.  We took in $29,240.00 from our HOP donations and another $47,100.00 from the Golden Har-
vest. We generated $116,993.00 from our religious education program. This money is used for text books, salaries and 
other expenses.  Although Verizon has not put up their tower on the school roof, we are taking in $26,650.00 a year for 
rental.  
 
We have $350,000.00 in the bank and $243,300.00 in a diocesan money fund called Unitas. So, we have about 
$600,000.00 in savings.  This is good but we know we must have some reserved funds for an emergency that could 
arise at any time.  Additionally, as you know from my report, Discerning the Future, we are looking at some significant 
capital improvements that will cost at least one and a half million dollars. The Parish Pastoral and the Parish Financial 
Committees are considering a capital campaign in the near future.  Some of the financial challenges facing us are re-
paving the parking lot, repairing the school roof and walls, and making the school auditorium a gymnasium. 
 
The salaries for our priests, with benefits included, are $86,068.00.  With this money, the priests, with the approval of 
their Redemptorists superiors, pay for their cars, their travel, their pocket expenses, their clothes, recreation and vaca-
tion, and provide some minimal assistance to the Redemptorist Order.  The diocese establishes the salary norms.  
 
Our staff salaries are $300,000.00.  I am very happy with our staff and find them hard working.  I would say many par-
ishes our size would have many more staff people, but what we lack in numbers, we make up in energy and enthusi-
asm.  I can assure your no one gets rich working for the Catholic Church. 

 
We are taxed $88,057.00 by the diocese.  We also pay $136,500.00 in support of Catholic schools. With the closing of 
LaSalle Regional School, the diocese does mandate that we continue to pay a similar sum to the diocese in support of 
Catholic education.  It may even be higher than it was when we were part of LaSalle Regional School.  
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Our parish is blessed by an excellent team of financial administrators. I am most grateful for the day-to-day work of Bar-
bara Amoroso, our financial assistant. I fear Mitt Romney or Barack Obama may hire her to handle the deficit. We have 
an excellent accountant in Jim Letourneau. I am very grateful for the ongoing wisdom and counsel of the parish finan-
cial committee under the direction of John McCarthy.  Father Henry Sattler is a great help to me as a financial advisor. 
These are men and women who are deeply committed to the parish. We cannot take for granted the ongoing work of 
the parish ushers and money counters. We are blessed by them. The diocese provides very serious norms of account-
ing and supervision in all our financial matters. Only the Pastor and his associates can sign parish checks. 
 
Over the past year, I have come to learn how challenging the financial realities are for many of you. You pay some of 
the highest taxes in the United States. Many of you are raising families or retired and living on a fixed income. Costs 
keep rising and some of you even have had to deal with unemployment. Your support of the parish, in spite of these 
difficulties, has been wonderful. When the diocese looks at our books, they consider us to be a stable parish, but one 
that could have some vulnerability in the future. 
 

Discerning the Future also showed our parish's greatest strength which is the goodness of our parishioners in their de-
sire to love the Lord and make his presence alive in the parish of St. Martin of Tours.  I also believe it is important, not 
so much for financial support, but for the spiritual development of our parishioners, that we commit ourselves as a par-
ish to a stewardship way of life. We will hear more about the capital campaign and the spirituality of stewardship in the 
months ahead.  I do believe we will meet these challenges for the simple reason that the parishioners of St. Martinôs 
are generous people who love their parish. 

In the Redeemer, 
Father Patrick Woods, CSSR 

PARISH FINANCIAL REPORT 

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS CHURCH, BETHPAGE, NY 

FISCAL YEAR ENDING AUGUST 31, 2012 
 

 REVENUES 

 3095 Total Regular Collections   $1,032,156.16 

 3195 Total Fund Raising           78,845.04 

 3295 Total Parish Programs         252,622.15 

 3495 Total Auxilliary Revenue          91,686.55 

 3695 Total Collections on Behalf of Others         57,660.00 

 3795 Total Non Operating Revenue          15,019.44 

 3895 Total Extraordinary Revenue        285,950.00 

 TOTAL REVENUE     $1,813,939.34 
 

 EXPENDITURES 

 4095 Total Salaries     $   408,945.13  

 4179 Total Fringe Benefits         137,552.33 

 4199 Total Fund Raising/Development         27,799.45 

 4285 Total Parish Programs         259,773.17 

 4295 Total School Subsidies         136,500.00 

 4395 Total Printing & Office           46,295.83 

 4495 Total Auxilliary Expenditures        183,307.66 

 4595 Total Rectory/Household          17,419.17 

 4695 Total Collection on Behalf of Others         56,620.00 

 4795 Total Building Utilities & Maintenance      193,780.88 

 4855 Total Extraordinary Other Expenditures                 3.50 

 4895 Total Extraordinary Capital Expenditures          9,260.79 

 TOTAL EXPENDITURES    $1,477,257.91 

 TOTAL SURPLUS/(DEFICIT)   $   336,681.43 

        ========== 
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Wedding Banns 
3rd Matthew Marone & Erin Lounsbury 

2nd Nicholas Thulke & Kristen Schreiner 

“Whatever you do for one of 

these, the least of my sisters and  

brothers, you did it for me.” 

 

This week the Pantry is low on jams, jellies, peanut 

butter, oil, sugar, cookies, mayonnaise, cereals, beef 

stew, chili, black beans, chick peas, pinto beans, 

peas, yams, stuffing mix, gravy, cranberry sauce, 

diapers (sizes 4, 5, & 6) & baby wipes.  We are so 

grateful for the generous support of our parishioners.  

Food Pantry:  

208 Broadway, Bethpage 

Monday:  9:30AM - 2:30PM 

Thursday:  2:00PM – 7:00PM 

Phone:  (516) 931-7332 

The Knights of Columbus will be having a fund-

raising drive before and after all masses THIS 

Sunday, October 28th along with a promotion in-

viting new members to join the K of C.  They will 

be set up in the gathering area of the church where 

you can ask questions or get more information. 

Holy Day of Obligation Mass Schedule  
October 31 - Vigil of All Saints 

7:00 PM 

November 1 - All Saints  

6:30 AM; 9:00 AM 

12 Noon; 7:00 PM 

THE RECTORY OFFICE IS CLOSED ON 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1. 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  November 2nd is The Com-

memoration of All the Faithful Departed (All 

Souls’ Day) and not a holy day of obligation.  

Masses are 6:30 and 9:00AM as usual. 

Rest in Peace 
Acts 7:49:  “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 

Maryann Zalesak, Lillian Marczewski 

Anna Falco 

Week of Oct. 28 - Nov. 3, 2012 
Altar Bread & Wine  
In Loving Memory of   

Pauline Maggi 

PLEASE NOTE:  BEGINNING NEXT WEEKEND 

for the November 3/4 bulletin, we will be updating the 

list of the sick on a monthly basis.  To keep a name on 

for the following month, please call the rectory at 931-

0818.  Otherwise, the name will be removed at the end 

of the month.  The list below, as it stands, will remain 

for the entire month of October.  Many thanks for 

your cooperation, and God bless us all.  
 

Please pray for the sick of our parish: 
 

Christine Mascia, Mary Peterson, Maria Cipriano, Henry Niemczyk, Robert Loughran 

Jim Duggan, Patricia Morrone, Flora Spinosa, Barbara Scully, Richard Messina 

Fran Contillo, Wayne Durr, Matthew Guigno, Mary Henson, Mike Barry 

Mary Morgan, John Annon, Josephine Calline, Warren Delauro, Richard Pyranski 

William Sinacore, Christine Lino, Alyric Jackson, Sr. Kate McBarron 

Leevalli Annearosa, Joseph Frestachi, Henry Fenyo, Michael Lavin, Vincent Busuttil 

Erich Jurkwich, Patricia LoBianco, Christopher Deleon, Dorothy Quinn 
 

 

Mary Mullaly, Marguerite Foley, Vivian Durr, Melonie Walsh, Gail Waiter 

Victoria DiPaula, Joan Conklin Walsh, Gina Montamaro, Owen Sullivan 

Douglas Torres, Kathy Byrnes, Marion Luciano, Ledwin Mason 

Michael Duggan, Virginia Holt, Marie Rondino, Tyler Brandimarte, Lisa Mancini 

Andy Holt, Pat Cannota, Diane McHugh, Ellen Murphy, Kaitlin Pulice 

Bob MacCulloch, Lillian DeLaurentis, Godeliva Pagan, Helen Carroll 

Angela Calendrille, Florence Borzell, Helena Carroll, Rayne Michelle Janko 

Renee Weiner, Nicole Wolfe Huebner, Dorothy Froehlich, Donna Peluso, Anne Cramer 

Joann Cama, Mark & Karen Arthus, Cynthia Venson, Joann Cicero, Pat Rosetti 
 

 

Santa Parisi, Donna Melkun, Kevin Sisco Christina Klienfeldt, Margaret Cavailere 

Cindy Aldrich, Fr. Dennis Billy, CSsR, Brianna Cardinao, Sharon Depalo 

Baby Mackenzie, Anna Maria Testa & Windy, Fred Nelson, Jan Rhea 

Patrick Murphy, Bill Kelly, Harold Hand, Fr. Brendan Greany, C.Ss.R. 

Nicholas Guarino, Bud Pehrsson, Joanne Flores, Baby Madeline Smith 

Patricia Heitzman, Patricia Hall, Fr. Tom Siconolfi, CSsR, Mom and Dad 

Barbara Hunsinger, Fr. James Small, CSsR, Fred Tavarelli, Lucille Pancucci 

William John Staudt, Patricia Marcel, Bonnie Castora, Jim Robertson, Frances Sutton 

Janice Lipp, Pat Pedone, Robert Hennessy, John St. Angelo, Colin Flood 

Paul Remsen, Louise Wilson, Kevin O’Toole, Joni Lora Frances Sharkey 

Raymond Gimbut, Frank LoPinto, Joseph Zitelli, Christopher P. Walsh 

William Granville, Joseph Simon, Walter Looney, Katie Fields 

Christopher Whirl, Barbara Casey, Vincent Valenti, Mia Perciballi 

Fran Pignataro, Skylar Vega, Catherine Dalessio, Leigh Murphy, Helena Mulligan 

John Tortorice, Richard Pierini 

 

FIRST FRIDAY DEVOTIONS 

November 2nd at 7:00 p.m. in 

the Eucharistic Chapel in repara-

tion for the sins against the Sa-

cred Heart of Jesus. 

 

FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS 

November 3rd at 8:30 a.m. consisting of Rosary of 

Reparation, reading about Fatima and consecration 

to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
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Saint Mary’s High School presents 

WORKING 
A musical that highlights the dignity due to every 

person who gets up each day and goes to work. 

Friday & Saturday, November 9 and10, 2012 

7:30 p.m. 
Northern Boulevard, Manhasset 

(one block west of Shelter Rock Road) 

Immaculate Hall Auditorium 

(behind the Elementary School building) 

ALL TICKETS ARE $10 
For reservations and information call 

(516) 627-2711 ext. 1171 
 

Larry Kupferman, Drama Club Moderator 

 

St. James Church  
Holiday Craft Fair  

Saturday, November 24th  
10 AM to 6 PM  

80 Hicksville Road, Seaford  
 

Something for the entire family  
Including  

American Girl clothing, jewelry  
Angels plus holiday artifacts  

to name a few!  

 

Spirituality for Singles at St. Aidan Parish 

Monthly singles gathering 

Saturday, November 3, 2012 at 8:30 PM 

St. Aidan Parish, 510 Willis Avenue 

Williston Park NY 11596 

This gathering will feature a discussion led by 

Father Tom Tassone 

$5.00 donation—snacks, pizza and beverages 

will be served. 

Contact:  Ray (516) 561-6994 or 

spiritualityforsingles@gmail.com 

Our Lady of Mercy Church 

Christmas Holiday Fair 

520 South Oyster Bay Road 

Hicksville NY 11801 

Monday November 19, 2012 

1:00 to 9:00 PM 

School Auditorium 

Over 80 Vendors 

 
Refreshments will be available throughout the 

day.  Homemade hot dinners & bakery items 

prepared by our school moms. 
 

Join us for a FUN CHRISTMAS  

HOLIDAY SHOPPING SPREE!! 

 

Parish Book Club 
 

Books clubs are very popular today, and there 

is interest in starting one here at our parish.  

Participants would read a book every month 

or six weeks. The books would be secular 

novels, non-fiction and an occasional reli-

gious one. If we choose good books, they will 

touch our hearts and souls, and it is also fun. 

We also hope to have an occasional movie 

(shown here in the parish) for discussion. 

 

The members of the club will 

decide how often they want to 

meet, the best time and what 

books or movies to read and 

see. We have some volunteer 

discussion leaders, but what is 

most important is that you read the book, en-

joy it, and share your thoughts on it. There is 

no cost other than getting the book from the 

library or buying one if you choose.  If you 

are interested, email me woodscssr@aol.com  

or call the rectory and leave your name and 

number by November 5th.  I hope we might 

have one book read before Christmas. 
 

Father Pat 

mailto:woodscssr@aol.com
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The Question/Thought of the Week 
Deepening our commitment to the Word of God has been well-received by our parishioners. The attendance at our four 

part program on Bible Basics has been excellent. Parishioners have commented to me that they like the special podium 

for the Book of the Gospels in front of our pulpit, and that they appreciate the enthroned Bible in front of the Statue of 

Our Lady of the Mountain in the Blessed Sacrament area of our church.  May I remind you that you are welcome to 

write your name or initials in this parish Bible if you spend a few minutes reading it. 

 

Now we would like to enter into another aspect of our desire to heighten our commitment to the Sacred Scriptures. Our 

Spirituality Committee came up with this suggestion and I think it is a good one. The desire is that we not only hear the 

Word of God at Mass, but that we carry it with us and make it part of our daily lives. This is a challenge for all of us. 

When the priest or deacon concludes the Mass with the words, “Go, the Mass is ended,” that is a call to go and live what 

you have heard and experienced at Mass.  

 

We would like a reflection, thought or question on the readings to take home each week. This would consist of one or 

two sentences that would be in the bulletin and read at the time of the announcements. The idea is that this thought or 

question would be something we would think about ourselves, and perhaps talk about with family or friends. 

 

Now for the interesting part.  Where will this one or two sentence thought come from? It is my hope that it will come 

from parishioners, and that the question or thought will come from their own lived experience. Here is how it would go.  

A person would be invited to read the Sunday readings before the week. He or she would think about them and pray 

about them. Then the person would give me a one or two sentence thought or question. The person would not have to 

read the question at Mass and would be anonymous- no one (except me and I can hardly remember my own 

name) will know it was your thought or question. We are only looking for one or two sentences. 
 

I hope I can get many people willing to do this. You may have to do it only once a year at most. You can be 9 years old 

or 90. The only skill is that you can read. We are not looking for saints or Biblical scholars but real people of flesh and 

blood who struggle to live day by day as best they can. 
 

I would ask you to consider doing this. I am sure it will be blessing to you and the parish. Please email 

(woodscssr@aol.com) or call by November 1st if you are willing to do this once. God bless you.  - Father Pat 

Pre-Cana Ministry 
As the Fall Session of the St. Martin of Tours In-Home Pre-Cana Program concludes, 

we ask you to pray for the following engaged couples:  
 

Cristina Fischer and Gaspare Tumminello 

Hallie Samuels and Ryan Maestre 

Diana Colleluori and Nicholas Rini 

Barbara Kopcho and Nick Mincieli 

Erin Lounsbury and Matthew Marone 

Dawn Michaelsen and Mario Quimbay 
 

We would also like to thank the married couples who volunteered their time  

to share their marriage with our engaged couples: 

Carol and Mike Buffa 

Marilyn and Ray Walther 
 

If there is any married couple interested in working the In -Home Pre-Cana Program, please call us.  

We need you in order for this program to continue.  
 

Deacon Jim & Carmela Biggin 

796-5520 

mailto:woodscssr@aol.com
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RESPECT LIFE COMMITTEE 
OCTOBER IS RESPECT LIFE MONTH 

 

Prayer for Reverence of Life 

 

All mighty God,  

giver of all that is good.  

We thank you for the  

precious gift of human life.  

 

For life in womb,  

coming from your creative power.  

For the life of children,  

making us glad with their  

freshness and promise. 

 

For the life of young people,  

hoping for a better world.  

For the life of the  

handicapped and disabled,  

teaching us humility.  

 

For the life of the elderly,  

witnessing the ageless values 

of patience and wisdom.  

 

Like Blessed Mary, may we always say 

yes to your gift.  May we defend it and 

promote it from conception to its nat-

ural end and bring us at last oh Father 

to eternal life, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN. 

 

The Little Sisters of the Poor 

Holiday Craft Fair 

Saturday, November 10, 2012 

9AM - 3PM 

Queen of Peace Residence 

11030 221st Street 

Queens Village 11429 
 

For more information 

please call (718) 464-1800 or email  

qpdevelopment@littlesistersofthepoor.org 

St. Joseph’s College 
Pilgrimage to Turkey - Footsteps of St. Paul 

May 22 - June 2, 2013 
 

Travel with St. Joseph’s College faculty members: 

Sister Grace Rowland, CSJ 

Father Francis Pizzarelli, SMM 

 

For a detailed brochure call Sister Grace at 

(631) 654-0199 or email 

growland@sjcny.edu 

 

Each year Molloy College 

hosts a FALL OPEN 

HOUSE for prospective stu-

dents and their guests.  As 

partners in faith, and since many of our cur-

rent and prospective students are members 

of St. Martin of Tours, they are providing 

the following information: 
 

FALL OPEN HOUSE 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2012 

1:00 PM 

MOLLOY COLLEGE 

1000 HEMPSTEAD AVENUE 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE NY 
 

Office of Admissions 

(516) 678-5000 EXT. 6230 
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All Saints and All Souls Day and Halloween  
(taken from Rev. William Saunders, "All Saints and All Souls" Arlington Catholic Herald) 

 
 Both the Feast of All Saints and the Feast of All Souls evolved in the life of the Church independently of pagan-
ism and Halloween. However, elements of pagan practices were perhaps ñbaptizedò by some cultures or attached 
themselves to the celebration of All Saints and All Souls.  Let us first address the Feast of All Saints. The exact origins 
of this celebration are uncertain, although, after the legalization of Christianity in 313, a common commemoration of 
Saints, especially the martyrs, appeared in various areas throughout the Church. In 609, the Emperor Phocas gave the 
Pantheon in Rome to Pope Boniface IV, who rededicated it on May 13 under the title St. Maria ad Martyres (or St. Mary 
and All Martyrs). Whether the Holy Father purposefully chose May 13 because of the date of the popular celebration 
already established in the East or whether this was just a happy coincidence is open to debate.  
 
 The designation of November 1 as the Feast of All Saints occurred over time. Pope Gregory III (731-741) dedi-
cated an oratory in the original St. Peter's Basilica in honor of all the saints on November 1 and this date then became 
the official date for the celebration of the Feast of All Saints in Rome. St. Bede (d. 735) recorded the celebration of All 
Saints Day on November 1 in England, and such a celebration also existed in Salzburg, Austria. Ado of Vienna (d 875) 
recounted how Pope Gregory IV asked King Louis the Pious (778-840) to proclaim November 1 as All Saints Day 
throughout the Holy Roman Empire. Sacramentaries of the 9th and 10th centuries also placed the Feast of All Saints on 
the liturgical calendar on November 1.  
 
 Now for the pagan connection: November 1 marked Samhain, the beginning of the Celtic winter. (The Celts 
lived as early as 2,000 years ago in England, Scotland, Wales, Ireland, and northern France.)  Samhain, for whom the 
feast was named, was the Celtic lord of death, and his name literally meant ñsummerôs end.ò  Since winter is the season 
of cold, darkness and death, the Celts soon made the connection with human death.  The eve of Samhain, Oct. 31, was 
a time of Celtic pagan sacrifice, and Samhain allowed the souls of the dead to return to their earthly homes that even-
ing.  Ghosts, witches, goblins, and elves came to harm the people, particularly those who had inflicted harm on them in 
this life. Cats too were considered sacred because they had once been human beings who had been changed as a 
punishment for their evil deeds on this earth.  
 
 Particular ethnic groups developed their own lore which was merged with the celebration. In Ireland, people 
held a parade in honor of Muck Olla, a god. They followed a leader dressed in a white robe with a mask from the head 
of an animal, and begged for food. (Ireland is also the source of the jack oô lantern fable: A man named Jack was not 
able to enter heaven because of his miserliness and he could not enter hell because he played practical jokes on the 
devil; so he was condemned to walk the earth with his lantern until Judgment Day.) The Scots walked through fields 
and villages carrying torches and lit bonfires to ward off witches and other evil spirits. In Wales, every person placed a 
marked stone in the huge bonfire. If a person's stone could not be found the next morning, he would die within a year.  
 
 With the spread of Christianity and the establishment of All Saints Day, some of these pagan customs re-
mained in the English speaking world for All Hallows Eve (or Halloween, All Saints Eve), perhaps at first more out of 
superstition and later, more out of fun. Nevertheless, All Saints Day clearly arose from genuine a Christian devotion. 
Along with the Feast of All Saints developed the Feast of All Souls. The Church has consistently encouraged the offer-
ing of prayers and Mass for the souls of the faithful departed in Purgatory. At the time of their death, these souls are not 
perfectly cleansed of venial sin or have not atoned for past transgressions, and thereby are deprived of the Beatific Vi-
sion. The faithful on earth can assist these souls in Purgatory in attaining the Beatific Vision through their prayers, good 
works and the offering of Mass. In the early days of the Church, the names of the faithful departed were posted in 
Church so that the community would remember them in prayer. 
 
 Odilo, the Abbot of Cluny (d. 1048), decreed for all of the Cluniac monasteries that special prayers be offered 
and the Office of the Dead sung for all of the souls in Purgatory on November 2, the day after All Saints. The Benedic-
tines and Carthusians adopted that same devotion, and soon November 2 was adopted as the Feast of All Souls for the 
whole Church.  Other customs have arisen over time in the celebration of All Souls Day. The Dominicans in the 15th 
century instituted a custom of each priest offering three Masses on the Feast of All Souls. Pope Benedict XIV in 1748 
approved this practice, and it rapidly spread throughout Spain, Portugal and Latin America. During World War I, Pope 
Benedict XV, recognizing the number of war dead and the numerous Masses that could not be fulfilled because of de-
stroyed Churches, granted all priests the privilege of offering three Masses on All Souls Day: one for the particular in-
tention, one for all of the faithful departed, and one for the intentions of the Holy Father. 
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Young Adults Club 
...in Formation 

Faith on TapðAges 25 to 40 
There will be a meeting to discuss form-
ing a Young Adult Club in the parish for 
singles and divorced. Those who decide 

to join will shape it. It is hoped that it will be a 
group that has fun, meets in a positive atmosphere, 
and shares some common values. 
This first gathering is a meet and greet to see if 
there is an interest.   Come and give it a try and see 
what happens!  
 

The first meeting  will be after the 7:00 p.m. Mass, 
Saturday, November 10th at 208 Broadway (corner 
of Central Avenue & Broadway next to the school). 

 

Falling Upward Retreat 

Friday, November 9th, 7:30 pm 

Saturday, November 10th, 7:30pm 
 

Using Richard Rohr's insights from his book, we 

will explore how "“falling down” can, in fact, be 

moving upward. This retreat encourages us to see 

ourselves in the second half of life in a different, 

more life-giving way. Perhaps "we grow spiritually 

more by doing it wrong than by doing it right!"  
 

 

Presenter: Sr. Anne Rodgers, OP 

Location: Tabor Retreat Center, Oceanside 

For further details, please call 516.536.3004 

or click "Retreats" at www.taborretreatcenter.org 

 
 Other customs have developed regarding All Souls. In Mexico, relatives make garlands, wreathes and crosses 
of real and paper flowers of every color to place on the graves of deceased relatives the morning of All Souls. The fami-
ly will spend the entire day at the cemetery. The pastor will visit the cemetery, preach and offer prayers for the dead 
and then bless the individual graves. Similar practices occur in Louisiana. The relatives whitewash and clean the tomb-
stones and prepare garlands, wreathes and crosses of real and paper flowers to decorate them. In the afternoon of All 
Saints, the priest processes around the cemetery, blessing the graves and reciting the Rosary. Candles are lit near the 
graves at dusk, one for each member of the deceased. On All Souls day, Mass is usually offered at the cemetery.  All 
Souls Day as well as All Saints Day are rooted in Christian belief and arose in this life of the Church through a healthy 
spirituality. 
  

An All Souls Day Prayer 
Merciful Father, hear our prayer and console us. 

As we renew our faith in Your Son, whom You raised from the dead, 
strengthen our hope that all our departed brothers and sisters 

will share in His resurrection, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen 

 

CYO BASKETBALL 

 

The Saint Martin Girls Tyro 9th and 10th 

grade CYO basketball team is currently in 

first place in their division with an 8-1 record,  

The team, coached by Bobby Fehrenback and 

Kevin Oury, are having an excellent season 

and are excited about the upcoming playoffs. 

 

Congratulations on having a successful regu-

lar season and good luck in the playoffs! 

 

ROSARIES 
 

A group of ladies residing at Apollo 

made 45 rosaries and donated them to the 

Pastoral Care for the Sick.  They will be 

distributed at St. Joseph Hospital and to home-

bound parishioners.  Jo T. Ryan did the organ-

izing and Howard Cragg brought the supplies 

and gave instructions.  A big thank you to all.  

This was a good way to honor the month of the 

rosary. 
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The feast of our parish patron, St. Martin of Tours is November 11th.  As you know, St. Martin was a soldier who cut 

his coat in half to clothe a poor man who was cold.  Last year in imitation of the saint we had a coat drive that pro-

vided clothes for many people in need.  This year we can honor our saint by offering to help his follow soldiers.  I 

invite you, if you can, to support this campaign that will provide new sheets for our veterans in their need.  They cer-

tainly deserve our gratitude for what they have done for us.  - Father Pat 
 

PARISHIONER, ROSALIE (RO) MALERBA IS ASKING FOR YOUR HELP 

VETERANS DAY IS COMING  

PLEASE HELP ME TO HELP OUR VETERANS  

When I think of what our Veterans sacrificed for us, and how so many of them are now homeless, it saddens 

me.  According to a 2010 report, Tom Ronayne, Suffolk County’s director of veterans services, said an esti-

mated 3,500 of Long Island veterans are homeless.   They did what they felt to be their duty.  I 

hope that this will touch your heart strings and somehow make you think it our duty to help them 

now.  

United Veterans Beacon House Inc. manage and support 24 housing locations throughout Nas-

sau and Suffolk counties.  They house and support 193 persons on any given day.  When I asked 

what is the one thing they appreciate receiving,  I was told new twin size bedding, an item that 

is, in the words of management "very, very, very difficult to get ahead of."  Imagine, after sleeping in cars and 

outdoor places on cardboard or the like, they come to Beacon House, get cleaned up and once fed, are handed 

brand new sheets that no one else has used, that you provided. Can you help do that for them?  

A bible scripture from Deuteronomy 15:10 says, “You shall give generously to (your poor brother) and your 

heart shall not be grieved when you give to him because for this thing the Lord your God will bless you in 

all your work and undertakings.”  Well, that is a promise from God, and it sounds pretty good to me.  

There will be a box for these donations in the Gathering Area of the church the weekend 

of November 10th and 11th.   Someone will plan to be there after each weekend mass.   Any 

questions, please contact Ro at 796-2016.  Want more info about Beacon House? go to 

http://www.uvbh.com/  

The Catholic Counseling Center  
Professional therapy, provided by NYS licensed 

therapists, is available to our parish.  This pro-

gram, under the direction of Dr. George Giulia-

ni is provided by the Catholic Counseling Cen-

ter which is independent of and not controlled 

or supervised by the parish or the diocese.  

Most insurance policies, including Medicare, 

are honored.  Confidential information and ap-

pointments are available by calling Dr. Giuliani 

at 631-243-2503 or go to their website at http://

thecatholiccounselingcenter.com. 

FOR HELP IN A CRISIS PREGNANCY 
 

Call Diana Mirando 

(C)830-5077 or (H) 605-1979 

ROSELINE, LIFE CENTER 24 HOURS, 

RACHEL’S VINEYARD RETREAT 

(631) 243-2373.   
 

Baby Safe Haven, Safe Babies, Safe Place 

at 1(877) 796-HOPE.   Adoption, Foster 

Care, Maternity Services, Catholic  Home 

Bureau 1(800) 592-4357. 

St. Joseph’s College Presents “Vatican II:  Is It Finished?” 
 

The Rev. John Strynkowski, Ph.D., Rector, Cathedral Basilica of St. James 

Thurs, November 1, 2012 - 7:30 p.m., McGann Conference Center, 155 W Roe Boulevard, Patchogue  

Also on Monday, November 12, 2012, Tuohy Hall Auditorium at 7PM, 232 Clinton Avenue, Brooklyn  
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%ÉÌÅÅÎ &Ȣ 0ÕÇÌÉÓÉȟ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ   
$ÉÏÃÅÓÅ ÏÆ 2ÏÃËÖÉÌÌÅ #ÅÎÔÒÅ 
/ÆПÉÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÁÎÄ 9ÏÕÎÇ 0ÅÏÐÌÅ 
 

WE CAN DO SOMETHING ABOUT ABUSE  
Earlier this month the Jerry Sandusky case came to a conclusion.  In the wake of his sentencing, there remains 

pain and suffering for all involved:  the victims, Penn State University, the faculty and students, the Sandusky 

family and many more. Soon the story will be relegated to the back pages of the newspaper and our attention 

will be directed to other news.  

 

This is the major concern for all of us involved in child protection.  We have a responsibility to make sure that 

children are safe and free from any form of abuse when they attend our parish and diocesan programs.  This is 

a continuous, on-going responsibility for the leadership, the staff and the volunteers who play such a vital role 

in creating a safe environment for children and young people.  The incident at Penn State is shocking and 

tragic; it underscores, for all of us, how we can prevent sexual abuse by using the lessons taught in the Virtus, 

Protecting God’s Children awareness program. 

 

1) Know the Warning Signs:  Being aware of “red flags” can help us recognize the early warning signs 

that an adult or an older child is engaging in an inappropriate relationship with a youngster. 
 

2) Control Access:   Screening and supervision are most effective in preventing abuse in our homes, par-

ishes, schools and communities. 
 

3) Monitor All Programs:  All programs involving children should be reviewed regularly to ensure that 

appropriate policies and procedures are being followed. 
 

4) Be Aware:  Talk to, listen to and observe your children. Communication and awareness are the keys 

to detecting signs that children are in danger. 
 

5) Communicate your Concerns:   Speak up-Talk to the person, the supervisor, diocesan official, and 

the local police. 

Now, that the parish programs and schools are back in session, let’s be informed, active and involved in main-

taining a safe, wholesome environment for our children and young people. 

 

B  I  B  L  E        B  A  S  I  C  S 
For Catholics Who Want to Better Understand 

the Word of God 
 

 

The LAST presentation will be offered on the Bible 

for all parishioners on Saturday morning at 9:45 

a.m. at St. Alphonsus Hall. The presentation and 

discussion will last no more than hour. There is no 

charge. If you haven’t done so already, we invite 

you to come and enjoy! 
 

 

November 3rd:    Praying with the Bible:  
Godôs Story; the Peopleôs Story; My Story  

Presenter:   Father Pat   

        

 

A Thank You From  
Marliese Coveney 

 

I wish to thank the priests and the parishioners of 
St. Martin of Tours for the breakfast, 

many cards and best wishes as I received 
the Saint Agnes Medal for Service. 

 
I am deeply grateful and humbled to be a recipient 
of this award and feel so blessed to be a part of 

this wonderful parish. 
 

Marliese  
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SAINT IGNATIUS PARISH 
129 Broadway, Hicksville 

 

St. Ignatius is hosting a bilingual celebration 

In English and Spanish to welcome the visit of  

The National Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Our Lady of Fatima  

Monday, November 12, 2012 (Veterans Day) 4:00-9:00 p.m.  
 

This National Statue was sent to the USA by the Bishop of 

Fatima, Most Reverend Joao Venancio, and blessed by Pope 

Paul VI. The statue travels throughout the United States, 

spreading the Message of Fatima and bringing the graces of 

Fatima to the American people. It is considered one of the 

most beautiful statues of Our Lady in America!  
 

4:00 - 4:30pm:  Unveiling of the Statue and Adoration  
 

4:30 - 6:30pm:  All 4 Mysteries of the Rosary in English 

and Spanish  
 

4:30 - 5:00pm:  J o y f u l Mysteries 

(followed by an English/Spanish song) 
 

5:00 - 5:30pm:  Luminous Mysteries  

(followed by an English/Spanish song) 
 

5:30 - 6:00pm:  Sorrowful Mysteries 

(followed by an English/Spanish song) 
 

6:00 - 6:30pm:  Glorious Mysteries 

(followed by an English/Spanish song) 
 

6:30 - 7:00pm:  Talk by the Custodian on Our Lady of Fat-

ima (with Spanish translation provided) 
 

7:00 - 7:30pm:  Adoration  
 

7:30 - 8:30pm:  Bilingual Mass  

(with English and Spanish songs throughout)  
 

8:30 - 9:00pm: Adoration and Farewell to Our Lady   

For more information in both English and Spanish 

please contact Virginia Da Silva at 516-444-7485/email: 

virdasilva@yahoo.com 

Notes from the Music Ministry 
Calling all singers...adults, teens and chil-

dren...The St. Martin’s Music Ministry 

need you!  St. Martin’s Parish is planning 

some wonderful events/liturgies for 2012-

2013 which will include the participation of 

the Music Ministry.  Advent and Christmas 

plans are already in place so don’t miss out on 

being a part of this exciting and faith-building 

experience.  All groups are starting to re-

hearse, so join now! 
 

“If Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, 

how can I keep from singing?” 
 

...Music Ministry Side Note 
The 5:30 Life Teen Mass is in need of profi-

cient musicians (instruments needed at this 

time are guitar, drums and flute).  Anyone 

willing to volunteer their time, there is one 

practice and one mass weekly.  Call Elena 

Scollo, Music Director for more information 

or if you have any questions at (516) 713-

8854. 

Year of Faith 

LIGHT the FIRE of FAITH 
Adult Faith Formation & Evangelization Forum 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2012 

9:30 a.m. Registration 10:00 Opening Mass 

New York Catholic Center 

Cathedral High School 

350 East 56th Street 

Between 1st and 2nd Avenue 
 

Register online:  www.nyfaithformation.org 
 

Check the website for workshops that will help 

answer our call to be Open and Apostolic, eager 

to server our parishes, building up the Body of 

Christ. 

The American Legion Womenõs Aux-
iliary will be selling poppies after 
the 10:00 and 11:30 masses on Sun-
day, November 11th.  They are 
grateful for your support.  

Baptism Companions  
St. Martin of Tours Baptism Program is in 

need!  Volunteers called “Companions” are 

at the heart of this program.  They are the 

people who reach out to these families with 

the newborn babies. They guide and journey 

with them through the Gathering, Baptism, and Re-

flection.  
 

Our parish has many young families with young 

children and in order to reach out to these families, 

we need more Companions.  If you think that you 

may be interested in this ministry, please call 

Deacon Gene Capobianco at 516-933-4690. 



Page Fourteen St. Martin of Tours Church  October 28, 2012 

 

GLUTEN, PEANUT & DAIRY FREE 

HOSTS 

 

St. Martin’s always has a supply of hosts avail-

able for anyone who is allergy-sensitive to 

these types of foods.  Please seek out the sacris-

tan before mass so that the priest is prepared to 

include it for consecration.  Please be sure to 

follow this procedure every time you attend 

mass.  

SMT Young Families Group 

Volunteers Needed  

The Young Families Group will be 

starting up shortly and we need two 

volunteers to help organize and oversee 

the activities of the group. The group 

meets on Thursday mornings from 

10:00AM to 11:30AM.  

If you might be interested in this ministry and would 

like more information, please contact Deacon Gene 

at (519) 933-4690.  

 
St. Martin’s Life Teen program is for all high 

school aged teens (9th-12th grade). Life Teen 

gathers every Sunday for the 5:30pm Youth Mass 

and every Sunday night from 7-8:30pm in the 

Youth Center (room 107 of the school) for our 

Life Nights.  Each week we gather to grow in 

faith and friendship with Christ & each other.  

Check out our parish website for a calendar of 

events at www.smtbethpage.org or contact Erin at 

EKHoran@yahoo.com.    

 
The Edge program is for all middle school aged 

student (6th-8th grade).  Edge meets every other 

Thursday evening from 7-8:30pm.  This program 

is a wonderful way for young adolescents to grow 

in their faith as well as build lasting friendships.  

 
Parent Life is designed to give parents an oppor-

tunity to support their parish ministry programs 

while strengthening their own relationship with 

Christ and His Church.  Parent Life meets once a 

month on Sundays following the 5:30pm Mass in 

the school building. 

All parents and adults are welcome! 

 

EUCHARISTIC    ADORATION  
 

The Life Teen Ministry has Eu-

charistic Adoration with Benedic-

tion on the 2nd Tuesday of the 

month beginning at 7:00 PM in the 

Church.  
 

Next service is Tuesday, November 13th. 

Rosary for Life In the Chapel 
Please join us for a Rosary for Life in the EU-
CHARISTIC CHAPEL every Wednesday 
evening at 7PM.  We join together to not only 
lift up the lives of babies born and unborn, 
their mothers and fathers and all those that 
are experiencing a crisis pregnancy, but ALL 
LIFE, from conception to natural death.  We 
pray for Rachelõs Vineyard that helps all 
those who have suffered.  
 

Email Your Prayer Requests 
Prayer Requests can be sent to:  pray-
erssmtbethpage@gmail.com.   We hope you 
take advantage of this opportunity.  Remem-
ber, it is for anything that you would like to 
petition our Blessed Redeemer, whether it 
be finding a job, losing a loved one, help 
through a hard time or thanking Him for a 
favor received.   
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The Golden Harvest 

Festival & Raffle 

Raffle limited to only five hundred tickets at $100 each 

...fifty cash prizes for excellent odds of one in ten! 

 

WHEN:  Drawing will be held at a Festival Party 

Saturday evening in the School Cafeteria at 8PM on November 17th. 

$100 per chance - go it alone or share a ticket with others! 

LIST OF PRIZES 

 First Prize    $5,000 

 2 Prizes    $2,000 

 3 Prizes    $   500 

 4 Prizes    $   200 

 20 Prizes    $   150 

 20 Prizes    $   125 

50 Prizes!...only 500 tickets!...and a Party, too! 

TICKETS ARE ON SALE NOW 

IN THE GATHERING AREA 
 

BEFORE and AFTER ALL MASSES  

(including the 5:30PM on Sunday) 
 

AS WELL AS IN THE RECTORY OFFICE 

     DURING THE WEEK! 


